ELLOFAK § o

, nt containg infomation affoeti

DR [Bauesh Farr Boldasnd 999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82- 00457R0004 -5
B 20431
wnded’ Tte T e U-Ss OFFICIATS OMLE - ooomne. - 25X1A2g

to an upauihaized mrsgh is

™ K OIE

Wmd JﬁWo 3 ¥ d -S4
W CEMTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUPR
) L INTELLIGENCE REPORT
COUNTRY Fregh Ixdo Ghins ~ Prence - Siam DATE:  25X1A6a
‘ ; INFO.
Sy e The Indo Chineaa 31tustion DIST .
) . 0 ¥areh 94T
- 25X1A6a : pagEs 1 - 25X1A9a

10

3

Se

] 2BX1X6E SUPPLEMENT

Prince Petsaxeth, Prince Souvana Phoume snd Y. Daridan (French Charge
dt*Affaimes in Bangiok) met for over an hour on 10 February. Petsarath
was very firm and there was no doubt of his intentions - which are
completaly nationzlistic. He cammot be bought; he wanis the complete
indepondonce of lsos which he is comple taly cepuble of governing.

It was ihe first lime that a Frensh official met with and azapm
paeple with vhom he can desl and who are well fitted to mma
affairs of their country.
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The Princes were a litile disappointed bacause although Dariden wes
personally sympethetic, hs was unable to nopotiats immediately and
had to send wordt to Saigon. The mweting was definitely constzuctive,
but the Princes ars impatieni.

It is important for Tao Oon (leader of the Peoples! Party of Laos)
and the Princes to get slong and work together, DEX1AB
a

As Tar as the Vietnm situation is cmncemed, it ie possible that
the French want to restore the former Rmperor of Anvam, Bao Dai,
end unify Annes under his rule, leaving the rest of the north to
the *Comamist-Viets®, The French will concentrata their efforts
oh Cochin China and Cambodia with a Cochin Chinese "Republic" and
an "Indspendent” Cawbodia in the present sense, with some possible
modifications., They will pmbably grant indepsndence to Lsos which
has no economic, astrategic or even cultural value to them.

The French nsed a good "™¥ighbor for their Cochin Cninese and Cambodisn
interasts. They have to give back part of the provinces to Siam, but
they want to keep Baitambeng because it is the ®rice granary” of
Cambodis. Since they hawe ro interest in laos, thay will say to Siams
"¥e want %o keep the Cambodisn part, tut we!ll let you have z free
hand with paos.* The French know that Siam's interests are tied uwp
with those of Laos.
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